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, use of trap nets The mormng meetmg w111 '; ‘
feature the - latest findings on predator :
population research in the lake.

“We e trymg to gt the pubhc mrlolved , "

1Smce 2000 the Fish and Game Depart- i

~ment has been trying to convince anglers
 to harvest and eat more lake and rainbow -

trout from the lake. But many who doubt

-the vahdrty of the state’s populc t1on esti--
'mates resist the program. During a fall
. fishing derby, about 70 percent of the fish

caught were released back into the lake = :

/~Cont|nued from BL

o ‘fundmg ﬁshmg derb1e 0 make a
~ dent in rainbow and lake trout .
populations. S
“Brolog1cally, those T ulatr ‘ns:; ;,
 we implemented should have °
- worked. Socially, those Iegulanons
- were not accepted,” Horner said. .-
- “The anglers need to take an active:
- role in solving this problem before -
it’s too late, or -going tc lose" :

~Lake and: rainbow trout ‘hav

~ been munching their way through
; Lake Pend Oreﬂle?s kok
mon population. - Recent ‘pop

- lation estimates say the predators -
~ are winning the fight. This fall, trap
nets set in the lake caught about -

10, 700 lake trout longer than 201 in-

,ple nettmg will take place begin-
‘ning in ‘February to doublecheck |

‘the population estimate, Horner
- said. The plans will be dlscussed 1n
: greater detail Saturday. o
~ Horner said he thinks htt trme .

- sport ﬁshew on the la ¢ -

- uted an estimated $17.’8 mllhon to L
~ the local economy, according to a
Fish and Game estimate. “If we'

i had that kokanee fishery opened it

~ would probably be close to double
that,” Horner said. - &

» Flathead and Pnest lakes have’

- already expenenced collapses in
_Kokaree populatlons ‘and sub-
sequent drops in anglers who fish
‘the lakes: Horner said. : :




